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1 . I HAD ANOTHER BRIEF CHAT WITH FONMIN KAMEL LAST 
EVENING. WE WENT OVER MUCH OF THE SAME GROUND THAT WE 
HAD DISCUSSED EARLIER IN THE DAY (REFTEL), BUT SEVERAL 
ADDITIONAL POINTS CAME UP. 

2. GIVEN BEGIN'S ANNOUNCED HARD LINE POSITIONS, KAMEL 
IS APPREHENSIVE THAT WE MAY CHOOSE THE LINE OF LEAST 
RESISTANCE AND TRY TO PRESS SADAT FOR FURTHER CONCESSIONS, 

ESPECIALLY ON THE WEST BANK. HE IS CONVINCED THAT IF 
SADAT GOES BEYOND A REASONABLE DEFINITION OF "MINOR" 

BORDER RECTIFICATION, THE PRESIDENT WILL FIND HIMSELF 
DISCREDITED AT HOME AND IN THE ARAB WORLD. HE REITERATED 
HIS HOPE THAT WE WILL STAND BY PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED POSI- 
TIONS THAT PRESIDENT CARTER HAS TAKEN WITH RESPECT TO 
MINOR RECTIFICATIONS IN THE WEST BANK. 

3. HE REPEATED HIS BELIEF THAT THE ONLY WAY THE IMPASSE 
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CAN BE BROKEN IS THROUGH US PROPOSALS OR SUGGESTIONS. 

WITHOUT THIS, HE WAS CONVINCED THAT THE CONFERENCE WILL 
FAIL. HE VOICED ONE OTHER WORRY. THE WORST THING THAT 
COULD HAPPEN TO EGYPT, HE CONTENDED, IS THAT A US PROPOSAL 
IS MADE WHICH IS REJECTED BY THE ISRAELIS AND IS ALSO NOT 
ACCEPTABLE TO THE EGYPTIANS. THIS, HE ARGUED, WOULD 
REALLY PUT SADAT INTO A BIND. 
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4. PROFESSING TO BE SPEAKING PERSONALLY, KAMEL THEN 
ENGAGED IN SOME SPECULATION AS TO WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN IF 
THE CAMP DAVID MEETINGS ARE UNSUCCESSFUL. HE NOTED THAT 
THIS NEED NOT BE THE END OF THE PEACE ROAD. FAILURE AT 
CAMP DAVID. HE OPINED. WOULD OPEN THE WAY FOR ARAB RE- 
CONCILIATION. AN EARLY ARAB SUMMIT WOULD PROBABLY ENSUE. 
SADAT MIGHT HAVE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HIS PEACE INITIATIVE 
HAS FAILED, BUT KAMEL INSISTED WE NEED NOT BE CONCERNED 
THAT A REUNITED ARAB WORLD WILL TURN ITS BACK ON THE 
PEACE PROCESS. GENEVA OR WALDHEIM S PREPARATORY CON- 
FERENCE IDEAS WOULD STILL BE FEASIBLE AND HE THOUGHT EVEN 
THE SYRIANS WOULD BE WILLING TO GO ALONG. THERE WAS ALSO 
THE POSSIBILITY OF TAKING THE MATTER TO THE UN IN ORDER 

TO MOBILIZE INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT AGAINST ISRAELI HARD 
LINE POSITIONS. HE ADMITTED THAT IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE 
HOW ISRAEL MIGHT BE MORE RESPONSIVE TO A UNITED ARAB 
EFFORT, BUT NOTED THAT BEGIN IS NOT LIKELY TO BE AROUND 
FOREVER. SOME GAINS HAVE BEEN MADE THROUGH THE SADAT 
INITIATIVE AND THESE MIGHT FORM THE BASIS FOR A SUBSEQUENT 
PEACE EFFORT INVOLVING ALL OF THE CONFRONTATION STATES. 

HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE HAD NOT THOUGHT THE MATTER THROUGH 
VERY CAREFULLY AS YET, BUT OBSERVED THAT GOE WILL HAVE TO 
DO SOME CONTINGENCY PLANNING AS TO WHAT HAPPENS IF THE 
CAMP DAVID TALKS PROVE UNSUCCESSFUL. 
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5. AFTER OUR EARLIER MEETING OF YESTERDAY, KAMEL TOLD 
THE PRESS THAT THE PAPERS BEING PREPARED FOR THE CAMP 
DAVID SUMMIT WILL DEFIND EGYPTIAN STANDS REGARDING WITH- 
DRAWAL AND SECURITY, THE NATURE OF PEACE AND THE PALES- 
TINIAN QUESTION. THESE POSITIONS WILL BE CONVEYED TO THE 
UNITED STATES IN THE FIRST BILATERAL MEETING BETWEEN SADAT 
AND PRESIDENT CARTER. KAMEL ALSO TOLD THE PRESS THAT HE 
HAD EMPHASIZED TO USG THE IMPORTANCE OF IT ADHERING TO 
THE STATEMENTS AND OFFICIAL STANDS DECLARED BY PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S GOVERNMENT IN RELATION TO THE PRINCIPLES AND 
BASES OF PEACE. IT WOULD NOT BE ENOUGH SIMPLY TO SEEK TO 
PRESENT MEDIATION PROPOSALS DESIGNED TO RESOLVE CON- 
FLICTING POSITIONS. NOTE: KAMEL DID NOT SAY THAT TO ME 
YESTERDAY, BUT HE HAS SEVERAL TIMES MADE THE POINT IN THE 
PAST. EILTS 
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